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Dull cold weather did not prevent over 40 members of the Market Harborough 
Historical Society from taking part in its summer outing on Wednesday 10th 
June. The venue was Stanford Hall and St Nicholas Church at Stanford on 

Avon. Both are closely connected as the lands at Stanford were granted to the Abbey 
of Selby in the mid 12th century and it was the nephew of one of the abbots who 
rented the land in the 15th century and whose descendants still occupy the Hall. 
The spacious pewless church, because of its Selby benefactions is exceptionally rich 
in glass. Members were amused by some details of the glass and by two big glaring 
green men with tongues sticking out in the roof bosses. There are four centuries 
of monuments to members of the Cave family as well as very many hatchments.  
Despite its closeness to Market Harborough few members had visited either church 
or hall and all were delighted. The original village and hall was across the River Avon 
but in the 1690s it was rebuilt on the Leicestershire side of the river by William Smith 
of Warwick. His son, another William, built the imposing stables alongside in 1737 and 
made internal alterations including the insertion of a magnificent staircase comparable 
to those at Noseley and Launde Abbey of the same period.

The members were given a guided tour of the interior, with its many portraits of family 
and royalty, especially of the Stuarts. The family supported the Royalists in the civil war 
and entertained Charles 1st the day before the battle of Naseby. Here was seen how 
one family over the centuries had lived on its estates yet played a significant part in the 
political, military and social history of England. 

Rosalind Willatts, the former Conservation Officer at Harborough District Council, 
gave the members an external tour of the Hall, and stables. She pointed out its 1700 
landscaped grounds with avenues and ha-ha, which gave an holistic approach to the 
hall and its architecture and development.  

Leonard Holden, the Secretary of the Society commented “It was an extremely 
interesting outing well organised by Rosalind Willatts the Programme Secretary and 
Gary Davies the Society’s Treasurer which provided a sensitive insight into the life 
and background of one family which has imposed its stamp on the landscape and 
architecture of south Leicestershire”

Following the visit members had a meal together at the Coach and Horses in 
Lubenham.

The next meeting  of the Society will be on 9th September  in the Roman Way community 
Centre when David Johnson, the organist at St Dionysius will speak on “Handel’s 
Messiah and Church Langton: 250 years on.”


